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|». who know me from ту editorials* аге 


aware that 1 am constantly pointing out that today's 
comic books are degenerate, perverted and 
depraved. 


When I use these terms I do not mean that 
today's comic books present stories about 
degenerate people, sexual perverts or depraved 
monsters. Í am attacking the art іп today’s 
comics, which to me is degenerate—that is, it has 
gone from the original simple, abstract, cartoon- 
like style used by comic artists of the early part 
of the century to a realistic, over-ornate, boring 


style reminiscent of the work done by artists in the 
baroque and rococo periods of history. 


I find the comic books of today perverted 
because they have turned away from down-to-earth, 
everyday characters and feature only godlike 
heroes and heroines in epic-style stories that went 
out of style at about the end of the Middle Ages. 


Worst of all, today’s comic books have 
absolutely no humor in them. Everybody is as 
stern-faced and rigid in attitude as the religious 
fanatics who went around ‘‘saving (ће world’ by 


ЭС. С. Beck is editor of the Fawcett Collectors of America (FCA/SOB) Newsletter. In 1940 Beck co-created the famous 
comic book character Captain Marvel. He was the сме! Captain Marvel artist for over a decade, producing all the artwork 


from his own studios. 


burning old ladies, torturing heretics and 
slaughtering thousands of innocent people some 
centuries аро. 


Why, then, am I writing an introduction to the 
third volume of Axa? Simply because the art in Axa 
is not like the art in comic books. It is in comic 
strip form—simple, square panels in sequence. 
There are no huge, oddly shaped panels, no trick 
layouts, no attempts to dazzle the reader with eye- 
catching displays of technique. 


The composition of each panel is kept simple 
and is tied in with the preceding and following 
panels, making the strip easy to read. This I 
admire. Tight control over one’s medium is always 
admirable; far too many artists let their pictures 
get out of hand and run amuck. 


I have been accused of over simplification in 
my own early Captain Marvel work which many 
regard as crude and primitive. It is. But so was 
Popeye—and what could be cruder and simpler 
than today’s highly successful Peanuts and 
Garfield? 


It was the daily strips of the thirties that I was 
trying to emulate in Captain Marvel. Daily strips 
have always been story-telling sequences, not 
overblown displays of technique and layout more 
suitable to posters and advertisements. Axa is, of 
course, a daily strip and these books are simply 
reprints of the stories as they first appeared in 
British newspapers. 


As to the nudity and sex and degenerate morals 
(and hideous mutants, giant crabs, horrible old 
men, and worse) in Axa, I find them all delightful. 
Alex Raymond's great fault was that he could never 
draw anything ugly. Enrique Romero* can. And, 
unlike Рореуе 5 creator, Segar, who could never 
draw anything beautiful, Romero draws a beautiful 
Axa! 


As sexy as Axa is, she’s always innocently so. 
Walter Gibson (writer of The Shadow) once 
pointed out to me that a picture of a girl with her 
skirt up in the air accidentally is sexy but that a 
picture of a girl holding her skirt up is disgusting. 
Аха is not pornographic. Sex is always suggested, 
not explicit. Explicit sex is about as interesting as 
а doctor’s textbook, in my opinion. 


The story line and the setting of the Axa strip, 
is plain old post-holocaust science fiction. This sort 
of doomsday plot went out of style many years ago. 
But the public has always been at least thirty years 
behind the science fiction writers, so I can 
understand the appeal to today’s readers (and to 
me). 


While the producers of today’s comic books, 
like those of the golden age, aim their products at 
boys of perhaps ten or twelve years of age or 
younger, Axa is not for pre-pubescent readers. It's 
for boys of fourteen and up—up to whenever males 
lose their interest in pretty girls. Not only is Axa 
well developed, but the men ain’t bad-looking 
either. Something for everybody! 


In the Axa art there are shadows and 
modeling, but only when these ingredients 
contribute to the story line. Comic art, in my 
opinion, should be line art, not fake halftone art. 
Enrique Romero never gives us a tricky display 
of chiaroscuro by throwing all sorts of shadows 
across things and *‘playing around with his blacks'* 
as so many comic book illustrators are fond of 
doing. The art is always just sufficient—never in 
excess. 


Above all, Axa is believable. She has no x-ray 
vision, she doesn't fly around like Peter Pan, she 
doesn't pull up continents and divert colliding 
galaxies. She is just an innocent little girl, and I 
love her! 


*Enrique Romero (see outside back cover) was born in Barcelona, Spain in 1930. At age 15 he began his first 
professional assignments. Upon the untimely death of Jim Holdaway he took over Modesty Blaise in 1970. In 1978 he 


moved to his own strip: Axa. 


{ - WE'RE JUST NOT 
ДНЕ GREAT CONTAMINATION PLAYED ` EQUIPPED FOR THIS 
HAVOC WITH THE WORLD'S CLIMATE . ` DEADLY COLD... 


YOU 
PREFER YOUR. 
WOMEN SOFT? 
АКО DEAD? 


MEAN Í PANEI EVER FOUND А PLACE WHERE Ñ WITH THE MUTANTS, 


1 DON'T 

Ра Е WOMAN COULD LIVE WITHOUT IN THE RUINED CT. 

A si ЗНАМЕ OR ANGER 2 É 
8 22 


Пи, SETTLE DOWN , JASON; NE ДОН HE SURFEF 2 ЧЕ UNTIL! FIND А TRUE 
WHEN ЕКО А PLÁCE AND VILLAGE АМО HOME, TL dò ON 
А WANDERING . 


V AND THAT DOESN'T 
MEAN ARKADY ISLAND, 
AND YOUR REACTIONARY 

OLD FATHER 


OR MAYBE YOU WON'T 
DIE SO GENTLY... 


HUNGRY.. 


BEHIND 
YOu: 
AXA! 


THE DEVILS ARE 
FÁMISHED . .. 


АМО THEY'VE GOT 

WARM PELTS, 

AS WELL AS 
FLESH... 


LIGHT A FIRE, WHILE | SKIN 
THESE DEAD WOLVES... 


А 
YOU'RE NOT 
SQUEAMISH, АХА? 


IT'S ALL ABOUT 
SURVIVAL, JASON. 
THE WOLVES WOULD 
HAVE KILLED US, IF 
WE HADN'T KILLED 
THEM.. 


LAND WE'VE FOUN! 
ЗАМЕ онар ІШ “Авам 


ITS A SAVAGE Т] ALLI WANT IS TO 
| FEEL WARM, 9 СА 


2 


BLAME THE OLD 
PEOPLE AND THEIR 


NUCLEAR WARS... . 
SHIFTING THE EARTHS 
BEGI 


ОМ THE SLOPE THERE... 
CROUCHED AMONG | 
THE ROCKS 


THESE ARE YOUNG МЕМ 
ОР MY TRIBE 


ОЕ THE TWENTY 
FIRST CENTURY ! 


TI 
И 


PRIMITIVE MAGIC, ANYWAY! AND LOOK 
AT THE CRUDE TOOLS THEY'RE 05146... 
BONE AND FLINT AND ANIMAL HAIR... 


СУ THESE ARE WEIRD 
MACHINES! MEMORIES 


OE THE PAST... ` 
VISIONS OF THE FUTURE?, 


SACRED TOOLS ! THEY/RE NOT ALL јод. 
Т TOUCH / $О FRIENDLY AS 
бум дыг YOUNG BILL Е 


SUSPICIOUS 


THIS IS LIKE $ 
SOMETHING OUT 


OF THE HISTORY- 
Á BANKS, JASON. 


УЧИ WHAT KINO OF ANIMALS 
“Ж Á ‘ARE YOU GOING ТО HUNT 2, 
ром АМО WHERE ? 


Ж 


THE EARTH 
ШЕ THIS я КИМЕР 
A, MILLION, УБА 

AGO Í 


THE VALLEY, AND 

TTS PEOPLE, HAVI 
DROPPED BACK INTO 
THE PIT OF HISTORY! 2 


FEROCIOUS ANIMALS, NN HE'S KEEPING HIS 
Я FROM THE WAY YOUNG 4 3 
pa Винс ACTING... А CARRY, БИ 


WHI ID OF ANIMALS. 
WOULD LIVE 
k. PREHISTORIC JUNGLE ? 


PREHISTORIC 
ANIMALS! 


THEYRE NOT GOING ТО 4 \ 
HUNT THAT MONSTER, 
ARE THEY? WITH CRUDE 

Á WEAPONS LIKE THEIRS? № 


Шү” 


CYA DINOSAUR FROM 
СЕ! NI 


ETACEOUS AGE, 
MILLION YEARS AGO! 
р 


ВИТ THIS IS THE Е 
TWENTY FIRST 
JS CENTURY! Ж АЙ 
/ с 


Ки 


HISTORY IS -8 
REPEATING ITSELF IN У: 
THE VALLEY OF MIST До) 


Ж” No... ONLY 
Y STING IT TO 
FURY! SO RUN, 
АХА! 


THE ANIMAL | HE / ја Виш: OH мо! 
WOMAN! | 


DON'T GO BACK, АХА! 
YOU CAN'T RISK YOUR 
LIFE FOR THAT 
PRIMITIVE ! 


PREHISTORIC MONSTERS.. ` 
PRIMEVAL SWAMPS... TAIS ЈИ 
IS Á РА! 


£ 


THE REEDS 
WILL HIDE US.. 


ATS... Ol 
ОМ THE SWAMP (АКЕ... 


I'VE GOT TO BELIEVE ІТ... 
THIS IS HAPPENING... 
CREATURES FROM ГУ 
THE FUTURE.. 


“ = 
е 


А erfir From Ñ 
THE PAST.. ЛМ THE “ \ 4 
Ё ‚ РЕЕЗЁМТ... 


HERE AND МОМ, 
IN THE BIST С 


Н HISTORIC 
MONSTER FIGHTING 
ROBOTS... 


OF COURSE! 

1 REMEMBER 
NOW... THE 
CAVE: PAINTINGS, 


а: NASON AND Í 


IZZLED OVER... Да 


THOSE WEIRD 
MACHINES ON THE. К 
CAVE WALL WEREN'T A Prya 12) 
MEMORY OF THE PAST... NOR (ра 
А VISION OF THE FUTURE... М (VES... THE IRONMEN. 


EAM вит SOMEONE Must Q 
“ж |) HAVE DESIGNED THESE. 
і ROBOTS... CONSTRUCTED Дай 
7 THEM... 
га 
ЖЕРІ 2 


2 


з 20 THEY'RE ЗБІР 
45 ма | ACTIVATING. 
AUTOMATONS. 


2) “INCREDIBLY ` 
#2) SOPHISTICATED gp, 
MACHINES 


AT LEAST YOU HAVE 
USEFUL FRIENDS IN 
THIS PRIMEVAL 
WORLD OF YOURS, 
BILLI.. 


FRIENDS? THE $ 
IRONAEN? 1 


“уои нЕдер, “6 
АХА? DON'T JUST 
“STAND THERE! 


ST LEAST THEY'RE 
ARING THEIR LASER- 
GUNS OVER THE 


ПУМА Ñ 
< THERE... ASKING үр 
FOR TROUBLE... 


DEATH ТО FIGHT | 
THE IRONAAEN ! 4 


АХА CAPTURED ВУ 
07 ІМ ТИ 


HOW DO YOU TALK 

TO Á ROBOT? REASON 

WITH ІТ? APPEAL TO А 
ITS FEELINGS? 


- У ІРІ COULD JUST GET 
BACK ТО А ЗАМЕ 
WORLD... 
= = СЕМ 


Y- АМО РУБ BEEN ROBOTS ! А МОВ ОР THEM! 
TRAPPED IN THE p SURROUNDING ME ! 
COLLISION ! > ч 


ATLEAST THIS IT BEHAVES 

ROBOT LOOKS MORE | MAN, TOO! СІ 

LIKE А МАН THAN B HELPING 
THE OTHERS 2 


ALL RIGHT! 

YOU'VE 
CONVINCED 
А. МЕ ш 


RIME) 
SWA. 


SOME KIND OF Үү? 
HOVERCRAFT... 


WHO DESIGNED 
YOU? BUILT YOU? 
PROGRI 
YOU? 


"YES! THERE IT IS! < 
ЖЫЙ ae 
~ MIST? 


Ахл TAKEN ТО THE CITY OF THE ROBOTS . 
тт 


MEN MusT Á 
HAVE BUILT THIS 

I OWER BLOCK... 
THE MEN BEHIND 
THE MACHINES... 


IF YOU'RE 
TALKING ABOUT 
Е... ИМ AS 
CIVILISED AS 
YOU ARE... 


You've 
CAPTURED 
ANOTHER 
PRIMITIVE, 
MARK NINE ? 


о. | DON'T. 


ча. 4 
BUILD ROBOTS. 


UST GET 
KIDNAPPED 
BY THEM, 


SORRY ABOUT THAT. 
VIDEO- ANALYSIS 
CIRCUITS ARE TRICKY 
TO INSTAL... АМО, 


YES... WE'VE 
DEVELOPED 
WIDE RANGE 
OF TYPES... 


THE EARLY ONES WERE 
CRUDE, OF COURSE... BUT I'M 
WORKING ON ONE NOW 

PA THAT'S ALMOST HUMAN ... 


YOU'VE SEEN THE. 


VALLEY OUT THERE. 


00 


ARE УОЦ 

BUILDING THIS 
COMMUNITY OF 
ROBOTS FOR? 


WITH А NUDGE IN 5 
THE RIGHT DIRECTION, ДА 
DON'T YOU THINK ? 


WE HAVE А VISITOR N IF YOU PUT 
SIR. Á STRANGER Т р 


9 
омот 
Е 


THE QUESTION 
MIGHT FIND 
UT í 


Spi 
AND 
EXC 


RIT, EH? 
BEAUTY! 
ЕЦЕМТ! 


N 
LIKE YOU, MY DEAR, 
FOR A LONG TIME... 


ILL ACTIVATE MARK 
TEN, DOKTOR... WE 
MAY NEED HIM... 


NATURALLY 
YOU ARE CURIOUS. 
ABOUT US, MY DEAR. 
LET ME ANSWER 
YOUR QUESTIONS... 


INATION, 

А GROUP OF 
ENLIGHTENED MEN 
FOUND REFUGE :N 
THIS VALLEY... АМО 
BUILT, THEMSELVES: 

Á LABORATORY 
COMPLEX 


WHETHER 


EA: 
DON'T KNOW... 


HISTORY HAS. 
ТЕО ITSELF, 
IN WHAT THE 
PRIMITIVES CALL 
THE VALLEY 


NATURALLY, THEY АВЕ AFRAID OF US. WE REQUIRE THEM TO LEAVE THEIR 
BUT YOU COULD REASSURE | ge CAVES, AND JOIN US HERE IN THE СПУ 
1 SO THAT МЕ CAN ALL WORK. 
fOGETHER FOR THE BENEFIT OF 
HUMANITY - . 


YOU WANT ME YOU'LL 
TO TREK BACK BEER 


THE a 
SWAMPLAND. YOUR OWN 
| PERSONAL 

ALONE? FRIEND... 


SLEEP 


YOU'LL LEAVE FOR THE | р, 
RUN HERE ӨВ nie Визи 
ое N due I Е 


тує BEEN DREAMING У ARE ! ARE YOU READY. 
ABOUT YOU, MARK TEN! y FOR YOUR MISSION, 
BUT DON'T GET THE MY DEAR? а 
WRONG IDEA í REAL AS YOU. - 


ШЕШ 
IN THE VALLEY OF 
МЕТ... WAITING 
ТО DRAG US DOWN 
INTO THE PRIMEVAL, 

ЗИМЕ.. 5 


YOu WERE HERE, 

MARK TEN 

10 PROTECT 
МЕ 


URG! THE 
PAST HAS 


YOU'VE IDENTIFIED THEM, MARK!" 
LASER-GUN THEM Í 


YOU'RE SUPPOSED 
TO BE PROTECTING 
МЕ, MARK ТЕМ 


— 
THE FIRST 

97! PTEROSAUR MUST 

HAVE JARRED HIS d 


DONT онну; ту TAKE YOUR MECHANICAL HANDS OFF HER 
(NNA WE КМШ Ep: 


НЕЕ? ЕР, 


RIDICULOUS ! 


THEYVE SENT ME 
WITH А MESSAGE TO 
THE PRIMITIVES ... 


WHY SHOULD THE ROBOT- NO! THEY ONLY DESPISE THE 
MASTERS HELP DS? IN -> THE 


SAVAGES ОР YOU 


то 
LEAVE THIS SQUALID CAVE 
OF YOURS... AND COME WITH 0 АДЕ OUR ENEMIES! 
Ур, МЕ TO THE CITY IN THE SWAMP... з 50 15 THIS WOMAN ! 


УЕ You care FOR 
ME, W 


THE OLD MEN ARE HOSTILE, 
BILL... BUT YOU'LL COME WITH 


МЕ, WON'T YOU ? 


WELL ITS YOU Y ын 
| LOVE LF 
ЕУ Tisk таку 
9 


Їс 


HE'S А DAMN 
SIGHT ТОО HUMAN 
FOR му LIKING ° 


CHASING DREAMS 
22. FALSE AS THE 


CONTENT To 
LIVE OUT THEIR И | 
BRUTISH LIVES Щ Ч 


TALKING OF. 
MONSTERS.. 


THERES NO o 

NEED 10 BE 
AGGRESSIVE JASON! 
MARKS ONLY не 


| THE SciENTISTS 2 = HISTORY HAS REPEATED ЕЗІ М 
EXPLAINED IT 10 ME THE 
THE СПУ Р Ф Ели 
MILLIONS OF YEARS, FOR 
CIVILISED МАМ ТО STRUGGLE 
ОЕ THIS PRIMEVAL. 
‘CHAOS. 


LET'S GET OUT ОР 

THIS NIGHTMARE 
ОБА SWAMP. 
ТО THE CITY. 


WHY SHOULDN'T | TRUST 

THEM? THEY'RE SCIENTISTS. 
ТНЕУ WANT TO HELP 

MANKIND 4 


BUT DON'T LET'S TALK 
ABOUT ГРІМ FRONT 


АЕК... WE 
MIGHT EMBARRASS 
нм. = 


У р 
Ci 
Á 
1 WISH YOU 
@/ WOULDN'T TREAT 


THAT WALKING 


Ч 
1 COMPUTER LIKI 


a EA N 
HUMAN BEING, АХА! Ай 


1 WON'T_ARGUE WITH 
YOU, ЈАЅОК JUST 


SORRY 20. DISAPPOIN INT \ 
Ў TEIND THIS № 
EIN Ез бйз RATHER Б 


тта SEEN үг 
М К 
ЖН ТОО, АХА? WITH THEIR ARTERIES 


AND MAYBE 
HE'S СОТ 
SOMETHING 
THERE... 


ta WHO ORGANISED Ү 
THIS RECEPTION 
(LN PARTY? 1 DIDN'T! Á 


1 TOLD YOU 
NOT TÓ TRUST 


1 НАР NOTHING 
то DO WITH 
THIS 1 


AND THEIR LASER- ) ` 
GUNS? 7 


WE CAN 
STILL FIGHT 
OUR WAY OUT 

ОЕ THIS 
TRAP! 


MARK TEN'S ONLY BLOWN A TRIP- 
CIRCUIT! BUT WHO PROGRAMMED 
ТНЕ OTHER TO ATTACK You, 

-AS THAT'S WHAT Í WANT TO KNOW í 


STOP, MARK ! 


Дим 
% 9 
a 7 Қ 
QUESTIONING му. 
| РЕСІБІОМ, PETER ?, 


тов! У 1 DIDNT == BUT WHAT 
00 R. CONSULT ou * ABOUT МУ. 
1 REACTION З, 


Y IMMATERIAL > 
MY DEAR 
5332 š 


7, 


Р” YOU 
ARE МОТ А. 
SCIENTIST. 
UST Á 
GUINEA- 

PIG 


R PRIMITIVE 
COMPANIONS, THAT WAS MY 


PURPOSE IN LURING YOU ALL 
MERE TO TNE CHIN THE SWAMP 


YOU CAN'T ро 
THI 


Об TO 
? YOU? 


WHO'S се 
STOP МЕ 


== 
LOOK AT YOURSELF, 

| My DEAR. А MASS 

OF EMOTIONS 

ANGER, HOSTILITY, 
FEAR 


77 пи: DONT UNDERSTAND/ 


WE SHALL REMOVE FROM 
YOUR BRAIN CELLS ALL 
CAPABILITY OF EMOTION. 
THE PRE- МІ 


ROBOTS FEEL 
NO EMOTION. 


ОАО? TABLE 
2 4/23) МО ANGER 
5 ка HATRED, FEAR. 
) а E SURELY AN 


TERM IS 
КІ HUMANOID, Ñ 
Saal] МУ DEAR. AND 
WHY SHOULD IT 
DISTRESS YOU? | 


FER mans ser - РЕЗТВОСТУЄ ~ 
Е ARMS 


CALM YOURSELF, 
МУ DEAR. YOU WILL 
АКБ ЗОО Wil” ка 

в. =, 


WHERE ARE THE) / EXCELLENT. vou 
OPERATORS 2 44 Í HAVE BEEN PROG- 
RAMMED ТО CARRY А, 


OUT THE NECESSARY 
ERY? SOON BE | 
ROCEED = 4 INCAPABLE Fg 
У НЕН ÓF FEAR 
1 ] | 
А 
пы 4 „@+ 
ж 8 м 
NO.. N 


FIRST ANGER 
NOW Terror. 


THE CITY OF TH ~ EMOTIONS 
SCIENTISTS... | д Уу 


/ ( 
you ми. 4 

ВЕ HEALTHIER 

WITHOUT THEM, 


MY DEAR. 
BELIEVE ME! 


Ru: 

N? WE'RE 

ALL GOING TO SUFFER 
NOW! DAMN YOU! 


JASON... 
ИМ IN HELL 
ALREADY! 


PROCEED WITH THE 
EXPERIMENT... 


ч THE ONE ROBOT WHO COULD 
WHAT HAVE VER HURT ME ! THE ROBOT WHO 
YOU DONE, YoU á Ч ОСНАММЕР, 
ра 


YOU'RE HUMAN, LIKE 
АА 05... BUT YOU'RE 
АА ASHAMED OF IT, 
WE'RE МОТ... 


/ RELAX, JASON Í 
( MARK WILL COVER US 
WHILE WE FREE BILLI 
AND THE CAVEMEN ! 


NO ONES GOING то HURT YOU б DON'T WORRY, AXA ! 

NOR ві L WON'T ГЕТ TAE YN. ( [PROGRAMMED THESE 

SCIENTISTS DEHUMANISE — IS MYSELF! 
Хой! ( 


8 с 
THEYRE ON MY SIDE 


+ LI 
A >) NOT THE ÞOKTOR'S 
> a 
Ç . 


БИ 


YOU'VE ELIMINATED. 
THE DOKTOR ... AS 
WELL AS THE 
ROBOTS... 


Days LATER, G 
| ү PREPARES 


HEY! WHO) 
SAID MARK 
WAS COMING 


$О YOU PERSUADED 
биш AND HIS CAVE 
PEOPLE ТО STAY 
ЖЕБЕ УЙ You, 
PETER? 


ІТ ТООК ЅОМЕ DOING... 
BUT WE SHALL WORK, 


ТОСЕТНІ 
ТЕ FUTURE Ра Me 


ОД 


WHILE WERE WAITING 
R THE EXPLOSION -. 
ПИ бу POR МУ OWN” 
Шы FUTURE IN THE WORLD 


АХА LEAVES THE VALLEY OF MIST, WITH JASON ‘BUT WE FOUND TRACKS ІМ) 
Milo OBE? MARK OND TEEKS SOUTHWARD А50 Да 2 
Чэ «кш us. 


WE HAVEN'T SEEN 

ANOTHER HUMAN BEING 

IN WEEKS, AXA... Т TELL 

YOU WE'RE HEADING 
INTO A DESERT. 


YOU DON'T ВЕШ 
JASON, DO УО! 


more TRACKS ГУМИ 
BY FEET, 


LW 
TRAVELLERS. È 


HI, FOLKS! ARE YOU 


TANDEM PEDAL GOING OUR WAY ? 


CYCLE- CIRCA 
NINETEEN 


BUT WHAT 
KIND OF CRAZY 
MACHINE ARE 
THEY RIDING? 


[ THERE'S A 


SO YOU'RE 
PILGRIMS ? 


THEY CALL IT 
THE CITY OF 
РЕ. 


ULL SAY THEY 
DO! LOOK О 
А THERE... 


OTHER ој 

р! 
MAKE THIS r 
PILGRIMAGE 
ТО THE СПУ, 


WHAT KIND. 
OF CITY CAN IT 
2 ТО ATTRAC 


ALWAYS THE 
OPMS 


WE DON'T KNOW 
ANYTHING ABOUT 
THIS CITY, AXA... 


IT'S ENOUGH 
FOR THESE PEOPLE, 
! A HANDFUL 


DFU 


Al IDREDS, де 
PILGRIMS í 
ALL DIRECTION fon, MAKING FOR THE 
ы CITY ОЁ HOPE! 


THEY МА 
PILE Уд. 
ВОТ THEY DON'T LOOK 
VERY RELIGIOUS 


UNLIKELY IS, 


THAT ONLY PROVES 
THE WORD! 


HOW POPULAR THE 
RELIGION MUST BE... 
WITH ALL KINDS 
OF UNLIKELY 
PEOPLE 


HOW FAR 15 IT, TO THE CITY OF HOPE 7 ЈЕ 
SEE FOR 


A RUINED CITY Ng 
IN THE DESERT! 


PART OF THE CITY WE'LL SOON FIND OUT. . - 
MR ВЕ RUINED, MEAN ( BUT SOMETHING ELSE ÍS 


A 


MAYBE | WAS 
TOLD ABOUT THIS 
RUINED CITY OF 

РЕ... IT'S AN 
IMPRESSIVE 
PLACE... 


(Ся 


SOME KIND О! 


5,22 
1 š 
Á \ 


РУМИ 


SACRIFICE”, 
ROBOTS HERE 
-NOT ABA 


Й COULD BE 


TRY NOT TO ACT LIKE A 
ROBOT IN THERE, 
д МАРК! 


AXA IN THE RUINED 
-| CITY OF HOPE 


SY А GREAT HALL... 
FEH ROWS OF ALTARS, 
OR HOLY 


НОГ 
SHRINES... 


WAIT A MOMENT! THAT'S 
NO HOLY SHRINE THE OLD Á 22 
WOMAN'S BOWED IN 


ы $ ФЕЙ RIGHT HAND. 


HUNDREDS OF 
PILGRIMS, BOWED 
IN WORSHIP. 


THEY'RE. 
GAMBLERS! | 
THE ALTARS ARE 
FRUIT MACHINES ! | 


BORED WITH THE 


COME ОМ, AXA! WE MIGHT 
ONE ARM BANDITS, 
? Wi 


ÁS WELL LOOK AROUND 
х NOW WE'RE HERE! 


"М ANGRY 
WITH MYSELF í 
1 OUGHT TO HAVE 
GUESSED WHAT 


DON'T RUB 

ITIN, JASON... 

1 FEEL STUPID 
ENOUGH 
ALREADY... 


A 
SO WE GOT, IT, 

ALL WRONG! ITS À 

PLEASURE CENTRE, 

AND THEY CAME HERE 


AMBLE! WHY 
DON'T WE JOIN THEM? 


ПУном двоџт 
ROULETTE, 
АХА? 
Z 


BUT WEVE ONLY JUST GOT, = ~ ҮМ GLAD ТНЕУ DIDN'T PROGRAMME | 
У SH HOULDN'T YOU TO GAMBLE, MARI 


Үр ВЕ STAKE 2554) 


ЁС... IOUGH 
THAT COMPUTER BRAIN ОР YOURS 
ILD REALLY 


Е DICE? 


017 “ONE GOOD 
5 IN 
STAKE 4 


Ў уор Lose. Х THE HOUSE WINS МУ SWORD! I'VE жы” 
FRIEND Í YOUR STAKE! TREASURED пт EVER = 


ID YOU'VE 
АМЕР IT AWAY! БУДА ~ 


50 YOU'RE NOT AGAINST 


AND IF L DON'T 
GAMBLING, AXA ? FABLE, He 


GAMBLE, HOW (7 
CAN СЕТ MY, И 
SWORD BACK? 


AGAINST, 
LOSING J 
57 


ATTENTION A 
LIS: 


DONT TAKE 
5 You KNOW 
A THE RULES! 
THIS 15 THE 
WHEEL OF 


NOU WANT 
SWORD В) 
DON'T 


WHAT 
RULES WERE 

THEY TALKING 

ABOUT? WHY 


“См MIND THE QUESTIONS, 
LADY: DO YOU WANT TO 
2 N PLAY ROULETTE, OR NOT? 


INTERFERENCE 
UNNECESSARY 


AND LET'S 
HOPE г 
WIN! 


RASS 
ЗНАТІ УУНАТ “Ч 
THEY CALL THIS 
PLACE, АБУ, THE 
CITY OF HOPE: 


ALL RIGHT! 
PLL PLAY ! 


THEY CALL THAT THE 
WHEEL OF РАТЕ... 
АКО I'VE AN IDEA 


THAT LOSING COULD 
BE EXPENSIVE... 


HAT ARE YOU 
IAITING FOR, 
ROBOT ? 


SONIC BEAM `L þessi (THE WHEEL'S 
OPERATING ч SLOWING í 


BUT 1 HAVEN'T 2 
PRESSED THE Fix ЇР 
BUTTON YET! 


7 11 > NULL FLASH THE 

YES! мує мом! ) 

Ë ! ЖІ = м 4, чт 
А| ` ⁄ Д FATE BEFORE - NE Ы Ó 


BUT IF ТО 
ДОМ BACK 2 LOST AS THEY 


ТО... WHAT 
WOULD HAVE 
HAPPENED? 


Vila) ТНЕ ROULETTE 
HELP FROM THAT PY WHEEL WAS FIXED... 
ТАМЕ ROBOT 


, NO! GIVE INE DON'T MAKE 
Ose’ ("Жон МЫНА ON" отъ Saves SE SLAVES 2 
Е 4 us 2 
- 6: / Қ 


п 


LOSE YOUR 
ЕТУ! THAT'S WHAT 
YOU STAKE ...YOURSELF! 


50 WHY ARE | ТТІ (зо киску, THe Boss 
( You WORRYING? ) | ХА | (outs LIKE TO MEET 
|> УФО WON í ⁄ || К. You í TruS WAY! 


ра 


Га 
и 


Ч 1 у 


| ог was іт MORE 
THAN LUCK? А LITTLE 
BIT OF CHEATING, 
HUH 7 


BEAUTIFUL, 
AS WELL ÁS 
LUCKY ! 


NG FR SAN 
ТО TALK HE ING! Z ЧА 
[O TALK ABOUT CHEATING AND THE LADY HAVE SOME 


TALKING TO DO. 


THE ROULETTE WHEEL 
WAS FIXED í 


GREAT CONTAMINATION! 
FASCINATING / 4 


BUT LET'S Keep ) 4% 
IT FRIENDLY, 


| нин? 


WHAT DO YOU WANT 

ТО TALK ABOUT... 
MISTER NERO í 

; НАТ 


YOU... AND Wi 
YOU'RE DOING HERE 
Мете СІТУ OF HOPE... 


[L RELAX, crue! BESIDES, 1 BEAT THE < Жы 
ШМ Won't BITE WHEEL OF FATE! I'M ¿/Z 4 
; š You NOLONE OF YOUR SLAVE, \W 


CITY OF HOPE? 
WHO'S BEEN TALKING 
ло You? Á 


2 


1 ASKED YOU 
А QUESTION. 
GIRLIE / 

y. 
Жы 


"Ц. BE 
DAMNED! 
LOOK AT 


YOU ALSO 
TRIED TO PAW. 

ME! | DON'T LET 
МЕМ DO THAT! 


YEARS AGO, à НЕ SHOUL = 
BEFORE THE GREAT 1 HIS NAME WAS ARKADY! 
CONTAMINATION... || MY GREAT GRANDFATHER, АХА? 


YOU WANT SOMEONE 
ТО HELP YOU RUN THIS 
GAMBLING PALACE 

ÓF YOURS 2 


YOU'RE AN ARKADY? 

А DESCENDANT OF 

МУ OWN ANCESTOR'S 
PARTNER? þ 


AND ! FIND THEM 
FASCINATING / 


RST 
FIND OUT WHAT 
THE JOB ENTAILS.. 


МУ PEOPLE WERE MILLIONAIRES, 
RIGHT, BACK IN THE OLD PRE 
зү YYHEELING AND, 
Ves МУ BLOOD 7 


MBLING 
PALACE, CAN YOU? У 
ТО WORK HERE ? 


DONT LEAVE © 
МЕ HERE JASON 
ОМ му OWN... 


1 САУ HAVE AS MANY 

SLAVE-GIRLS ÁS | WANT 

~.. BUT YOU VE GOT 
CLASS, АХА. 


I'VE ONLY SEEN CARS LIKE THIS 
IN VIDEO FILMS AND MUSEUMS! 
BUT WHAT DO YOU USE TO 
POWER IT? 


Т 
HAT BO YOU, | 
~ GOTA М 
> А SURPLUS OF, IN THE 
oy AWA. СТУ OF HOPE. 


Г MOVE! бела Those УЧ 
с! iS, 


a THAT'S WHAT YOU RUN ҮЛ 


BUT you've Gor Ñ 
| NO RIGHT ТО ВЕ 
ши SHOCKED, АХА? 


SLAVE- OWNER 
ф, YOURSELF” Ál 


[SEND THEM ТО THE GAME SS 


PARK, THEN! ALWAYS А 
DEMAND FOR THEM 
THERE í 


FRIGHT! PRE- 
CONTAMINATION, 
“THE OLD PEOPLE 
PLAYED GAMES 

HERE, TOO! 


У зто GAMES. SO ТНЕУ 
TELL ME... WITH Á BAT 
ND BALL =. 
BORED NED 
Á 


E MUST TO 
N WATCH А МАМ KNOCKING 
НЕЦ OUT OF À BALL! ¢ 


THE SLAVES DO, 
THE WORK. 
тл a Т CALLS FOR 
ці OF COURSE 
JUST STRONG и 
AND THe DESIRE TO LIVE! 


RIGHT/ 


WITH MISTER NERO, 
BG инна, йз 
iN Tie CITY OF HOPE.. 


А JEEP? WITH 
ЗОНЕ, BLADES ON 
[S WHEELS ? 


ЛНЕ OLD PEOPLE 
БЕР LIONS, THEY TELL 
WE MECHANISED 


RELAX. GIRLIE 7 ШЕТ ANY LUCK, SOME і 4 
дел Ми SHOW Á 7 
Е; У BIT OF FIGHT! 2 

15 IT? AND THEY'RE 

ONLY SLAVES! 


YOU'RE Sick“ 
АШ ОР YOU! 


GREAT! НЕ CHOPPED THE 
`x | TRUCK CREW! THATS 


YES! WE BON omy 
IN THE GAMES PARK! ЖР 


ul 


YOU JUST WATCH 
HIM CARVE UP 


THOSE OTHER 
GLADIATORS... 


1 тнойбнт ~ ~ 
нер SWITCH Лу 
You ом: 


THEY'RE GOING ТО FIGHT EACH 
OTHER .. “ON MOTOR BIKES 2 


Ў? WHAT ро 
GLADIATORS 
Р, USUALLY DO? 


ТНЕ ВЕ KILLING 

EACH OTHER! AND 
YOU CALL THAT 
ENTERTAINMENT? 


SEE WHAT | MEAN? 
ONLY TWO GLADIATORS 
LEFT ON THEIR BIKES 

AND ONE ОБ THEM'S 

DIRK! 


BUT THE 
GLADIATOR 


N Cork wins AGAIN / ) ЧУ HE'S WAITING 
5 FOR MISTER NERO 
у = У GIVE TH 
š SIGNAL... 
` 


Ж 


WHAT ARE YOU 
WAITING FOR, DIRK? 
MISTER NERO'S 
THUMB 18 UP? 


BUT THEY WON'T 
GET IT THIS TIME, 
WILL ТНЕУ? 


77 NOU INSOLENT 4 
BITCH! | MEANT THAT 
GLADIATOR TO DIE! 
IPS NOT MERCY THE 

М CROWD WAN 
Му 175 810057 


WHAT'S WRONG { МУ YOU HEAR THE 
Мити SISTER MOB? BOOING ME! 
о? У 


vS Sine 19 
ОО ABOUT IT > 


DIRK LET 

THE BEATEN 

GLADIATOR 
LIVE 7 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 1 
DO WHEN 
SOMEONE 
DEFIES МЕ? 


Y TAKE HER ВАС) 
ПИЕ EG 
D LOCK, 


Í MU KINDS OF WAYS 
AND YOU'RE LUSCIOUS, 


BIG crime Si 
IN THE СПУ 
ОР HOPE... 


1E YOU THINK VD LET 
TRAY FAT РІЗ MAKE 


рад 


FUNCTIONING 


175) 
HELL'S BUGGING YOU ? PLEASE, MARK! 


N 
АХА! 
MARK, WHAT THE (OUR HELP. 


WE'LL CHECK OVER THE J) 
GAMING CONTROL 
ROO! 


M! FOLLOW 


GET МЕ OUT OF HERE, 
MARK! FAST! UNLESS 


1 DIONT MEAN 


SHOUT 
N 


Е BUT MISTER NERO’ 
ATHING 
МЕС) 


23 
ARK 


| AXA A FUGITIVE IN 
| NERO'S РМАСЕ... 


1 CAN'T ESCAPE FROM 
THE CITY OF HOPE 
“Үү WITHOUT HIM í 


АН! ATLEAST 1 
CAN SEE HIM NOW í 
BUT HOW DO 1 
TALK ТО HIM? 
A 


YOU WANT TO > LOOK! MISTER 
MOVE ON AGAIN? 2 | NEROS DOLL! SHE'S 
‘BUT WHY? ) D FROM THE 
CELL WE LOCKED 
HER IN Í 


ШЕРА Later? 
ЈЕ HAVE TO GET 
ОШ OF THIS PLACE : 


SETT MARKS 
STILL OUTSIDE! 


РЕМ THIS DOOR! 


/ FORTHE FIRST TIME IN МУ LIFE, | HAVE A SU 
CHANCE TO MAKE SOMETHING OF MYSELF.. 
AS MANAGER OF NERO'S PALACE 


эси KNOW WHAT GAMES 
THEY PLAY AT THAT STADIUM 
HE TOOK ME ТО? GLADIATORAL 

GAMES | MASS MURDER, 
FÓR KICKS 


BUT MISTER NERO IS 
А MEGALOMANIAC í 
А BLOODTHIRSTY 

TYRANT / 


> 


SO МЕ BE HIS 
WORKING PARTNER 
IN THIS 


‘GAMBLING. 
PALACE... MAYBE ! CAN 


CIVILISE нм... 


ро YOU Love ~ 
МЕ, JASON? Di 
YOU EVER LOVE 


| 
МЕ? 


YOU'RE МОТ GOING 
ANYWHERE, AXA... 
IT's TOO LATE ... 


АХА HAS TRIED TO YOU RECKON? WHEN 
ESCAPE FROM NER 


05 ( 
Р Ё (соот, 
fg доц! 


PUT THAT LASER- YOU'RE THE STUPID 
UN DOWN, YOU Ми ОКЕ JASON МАЙК 
STUPID ROBOT! № + WAS TRYING ТО 
ГА PROTECT ME 7 
AND WHATS WRONG АМО | NEED 
WITH YOU, МАРК! 2 PROTECTION í 


САВЕ OF THE ROBOT! 


GRAB HER! РЦ ТАКЕ YOURE NY OF COURSE МОТ... 
У BASSE Fe The ТОБЫ LAB 19 S 
NERO? SN STA) 


VIN THE 
ДЕМОВА? < 


1 MEAN, SHE'S COME 
FOR THE ENTERTAINMENT. 
++ AND THE SHOW HASN'T 
STARTED YET, HAS IT? 


A] 


N NOW? 24, 
NY а 


THATS 
THE WAY MISTER 
Ni KES HIS 
MASS: KILLINGS... 
slow BUT 
SURE... 


МАУВЕ А 
MISSED Á TRICK 
THAT DOLI 


то BE BULL 
DOZED. PLUS BUT 
THE GIRL! SOMETHING'S 
WRONG AT THE У 
GATE! 


V дээ Ç 
е: d THE 
чи GUARDS are 


sjá Е 
“Бэ SHOOTING! 


Ра ЕУ 
Уд BULLDOZER AND | (А: Е 
ÁA, VICTIMS ому! 


THE GUARDS FIRED 
AT НИМ... HES GATE- 
CRASHED THE ARENA .. 
|), AND THAT MEANS ONLY Д 
А) ONE THING... BEHIND 
You, 
LADY’ 


=Т= CELL) 
«сее 


ANY ЕМЕМУ OF aon 

THAT БАТ SLOB MISTER 
NERO ÍS Á FRIEND 
OF MINE! a 


тый 


SHUT THE 


EN Ж. 
< Ч š 3 ; 
- МСТ í Х ЗАТЕ YOU roots! 
“СЭ TO KNOW EACH OTHER. TRAP THEM IN 
LATER... WHEN WE VE 4 THE ARENAY 
| ESCAPED FROM THIS ў 
ka Ne воло у 
Ра 2 З 
А эщ 2 


%2 2 
У аа 
АЗК МЕ 2 
4 АВАХ N 
Ч NENE, ММҸ 


SECONDS уа 


YOU'RE мот GIVING 
IN, ARE YOU? Í THO! 


THE GATES С10: 
ANB THIS 8 бит 


0; 
GLADIATORS Wi 
D TÒ 


FIGHT? 


ЇГ BULLDOZER versus, B YOU GOT IT WRONG, 
MOTOR: BIKE | THAT'S Á AE 


THE GIRUS мот | - ” >| YOU WON'T GIVE IN, Y DON'T TELL THE 
WORTH DYING /-- N DIRK? YOU'LL FIGHT, j 
ЖУ 5 тоа NOTHING ОО 


YOU DON'T 
А STAND А CHANCE, 
GLADIATOR! 


BUT OUR ONLY CHANCE )K 
1$ ТО WRECK THE 
BULLDOZER .. 


YV AT LEAST WE'LL 
DIE CLEANLY NOW. 
WHEN THOSE GUARDS 

OPEN FIRE... 


DO WE TAKE IT HERE, 
LADY, AND KEEP SOME 
DIGNITY ? OR RUN? 


FORE 
H THEM! 
КОМО THEIR 
WORTH 1 


Е ARENA 
каке 


GIVE THE 
MÓNEYSI 


WE DON'T RUN? 
{\ DIE WHERE WE STANI 


MISTER NERO'S, ар а fj = Ba 4 ү GET BACK DOWN THERE! 
UP THERE IN HiS ) б. 
BOX! WAITING А. 


TO BE 
ENTERTAINED! 


INTO 


WE DON'T 
WANT ТО 
DISAPPOINT 
HIM; DO WE? 


GET INTO THE ARENA өтте з / \ HES DROPPING Ч 

YOURSELF! FIND OUT WHAT 5 МЕ ¿ \ UNDER OUR WHEELS! 

MS LIKE DOWN THERE, | BY ГА 27 ВРАКЕ, You FOOL! 
THE BLOOD AND SAND í 


? 7 ) @ Уты; chance WEN 
TI 7 / 
NEROS Вер < 1, ) Í NEED ТО ESCAPE... 


BUT THERE'S SOMEONE У] 

Í HAVE TO SEE, BEFORE 2) 

WE LEAVE, АТ NERO'S 
PALACE... 


MISTER NEROS DEATH 
GIVES АХА AND THE 


F 


1 WAS HIS PARTNER, 
ТУТ ЫЙАР БЫ ANER Ja 
BUT BLING 

PALACE 

BUSINESS 


1 CAME ТО ASK 
YOU A QUESTION... 
BUT | ALREADY KNOW 

THE ANSWER... 


FOUND FOR 
MYSELF, IN THE СТУ 
‘OF НО! 


4 7. THERE'S, 
CLEANING 
WE'VE TRAVELLED A LONG 
WAY TOGETHER, JASON... 


LETS FACE IT, AXA, ОШ 1 LOVE YOU, АХА, .-, AND MAYBE 


г 
LOVE FOR EACH OTHER WAS El YOU'LL ГЕ) МЕ, WHEN WE 
А ЕРУН. 


LREADY. 


GOODBYE, 
JASON í 


ҮМ WASTING 
МУ BREATH 2 


--'LL NEED THAT 
COMPUTER: BRAIN OF 
YOURS TÓ HELP ME 
h RUN THIS СПУ, 


MAYBE ІТ WILL REALLY 2 мЕ, \ 
BECOME А CITY OF HOPE : ISAWAYS OVER 
аи | Л 

RUNNING И... ье CRON. Ug 


